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A Message from the President- 

Summer is on the 
horizon and it is with 
much happiness that 
we approach it with a 
full pond.  There have 
been articles and 
letters to the editors 
written on the pros 
and cons of the lake 
level.  From all the 
input we received 
people are 

overwhelmingly 
supporting the present 
lake level.  More 

people will be able to use the lake for a longer period of 
time.  It's better for lake businesses and better for lake 
users. 
 

Lake Murray Association just completed the 2008 
Pontoon Tour of Homes and I want to give a special 
thank to Chairperson, Ginny Landis, for another 
successful event.  Thanks also go to Co-Chair, Lisa 
Fields for her help as well as donating the snacks. 
Thanks to Ralph Crafton and Sharon Miles for handling 
the tickets.  Thanks to Stan Jones for the use of the 
Lighthouse Marina on a very busy day.  Thanks to Kay 
Gordon for publicity.  Thanks to Don Pertl, Del Jenkins, 
Ed Thomas and Bill East for getting the homeowners on 
board.  Thanks to Tammy Rivera and the Sea Cadets for 
their work on the docks.  Thanks to Rich Kidder (and his 
assistant Don Pertl) for getting the boats and captains.  
Thanks to all the hostesses and hosts for their hard 
work.  Thanks to Pat Wendling, Kay Keener, Aleda 
Anderson, Kay Gordon and Ralph Crafton for making 
check in smooth and quick.  Thanks to Bill Wendling, 
Roy Parker and Will Reid for parking all those cars 
without denting a fender.  Thanks to Lucy Wingard and 
Tom Ruple for dispatching and keeping track of all those 
boats.  Thanks to our Corporate Sponsors for their 
contributions.  And of course none of this would have 
been possible without the wonderful homeowners who 
allowed all of us to enjoy their views of this beautiful 
lake.  A very special thank you goes to Louise and  
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Randy Basinger, Margret and Jim Morris, Pepey and 
Jobie Rivera and Gene Brantley.  And if you happen to 
be one of the participants, thank YOU for supporting the 
Lake Murray Association. 
  
The LMA Board of Directors continues working hard to 
make your voices heard during the relicensing process.   
 

See you on the lake,   

Dave Landis     
 
Date Time Location / Agenda 

June 17, 2008 9:00 AM Ladies Day (Sold Out) 

July 
 
 

No Board MeetingNo Meeting 

Aug. 11, 2008 7:00 pm 
Board Meeting- 
Farm Bureau Bldg. Park Rd. Lexington 

Sept. 8, 2008           7:00 pm 
LMA Board Meeting  
Farm Bureau Bldg. Lexington SC                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Sept.23,  2008 7:00 pm 
Public Meeting  
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church Irmo  

Sept. 26, 2008  
Golf Tournament at Timberlake  
Call for information 

Oct. 13, 2008 7:00 pm 
Board Meeting ð  
Farm Bureau Bldg. Park Rd. Lexington 

If you wish to be on the Directorõs Meeting Agenda,  

please contact Joy Downs at 781-8411 

As members of the Lake Murray Association you are invited to participate 

in any of the events shown above, including Board meetings. We encourage 

you to bring to the attention of the Board any issues or concerns regarding 

Lake Murray that you may have. Please call the Executive Director at least 

two weeks in advance of meetings to be placed on the agenda, however, 

urgent concerns may be brought to the Board at any time.  We suggest that 

complicated matters be sent to us in writing, including e-mail, so we may 

have a complete and accurate understanding of your concern. 

 

LMA Leadership for 2008                    By Bob Keener 

 
The LMA Board of Directors asked our serving President to continue 

in the position for another year.  Dave Landis was very gracious in 

accepting the position for the 2008-09 term.  We were blessed by Pat 

Wendling agreeing to continue to serve as our Recording Secretary.  

We are indeed fortunate to have these two individuals serving in such 

responsible positions.  Regrettably, the positions of First and Second 

Vice President have not been filled at this time. 
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Lexington Public Meeting 
By Kay Gordon                                                      Photos by Roy Parker 

 
South Carolina must come up with a comprehensive 
water plan soon to help protect and maintain water 
resources throughout the state. 
 
Mike Massey from the Lake Hartwell Association, who 
spoke at the LMAôs annual meeting at Lexington High 
School in April, said the need is urgent.  No single 
agency has overall responsibility he told about 80 people 
who attended the meeting.  The Lake Hartwell 
Association is involved in planning for these needs.  ñWe 
want to make sure enough water is available,ò Massey 
said. 

 
Surrounding states, including Georgia, Florida, North 
Carolina and Alabama, all have plans in place.  ñSouth 
Carolina is the only one with no water plan,ò he said. 
 
Bills in the SC House and Senate can address those 
needs, but are on hold now, he said. The House bill 
would create a water board of representatives from state 
agencies now in water management. The board would 
create a water management policy for the state based 
on data and recommendations from advisory committees 
and watershed managers. 
 
ñWe need to do something pretty quick,ò he said. ñSouth 
Carolina water planning must go to the next step,ò 

setting up rules, administration and practices for a 
comprehensive water plan.  ñThe state population is 
growing,ò he said.  ñ(The availability of) water is not. The 
economic growth of all river basins is critical.ò 
 
In other matters, SCE&G vice president Jim Landreth 
said the lake level is up to 358 feet, while the region has 
gone from severe to a moderate drought category. In 
addition to rainfall, Lake Greenwood released some of 
their water.  Also, ñWeôve been extremely conservative,ò 
he said of SCE&G.  ñOur target goal is to go into 
Memorial Day at 358.8 feet.ò  
 
Holly Jones, herpetologist at Riverbanks Zoo, gave a 
presentation on the snakes, lizards and turtles that live in 
and near the lake. 

 
Also, LMA named Miriam Atria, president/CEO of the 
Capital City/Lake Murray Country Tourism Board Lake 
Murray Board, as ñPerson of the Yearò. 
 
Two new members, Del Jenkins and Jim Valek, were 
named to the LMA board. 
 

 

New Regulations!                             By Bob Keener                                                    

 

SCDHEC has revised ñSeptic System Regulation 1354ò 
with updated regulations effective January 1, 2009.  
Existing and previously approved septic systems are 
ñgrandfatheredò.  Among the major changes are: 
 

 a 75ô setback for any part of the septic system 
from the 360 foot MSL contour of Lake Murray.  
(Currently the requirement is 50 feet.) 

 a new requirement that there be a set aside of 
an additional 50% of the required drainfield area 
for possible repairs.  (Currently 100% set aside 
is required for a commercial drainfield but none 
for residential.) 

 
This will mean larger lots will be required to build a 
house on Lake Murray without sewer service but it will 
also serve to protect our lake. 
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MIRIAM ATRIA NAMED PERSON OF THE YEAR 

By Kay Gordon 
 

 
Photo by Roy Parker 

 
The Lake Murray Association has named Miriam Atria, 
president/CEO for the Capital City/Lake Murray Country 
Regional Tourism Board, Person of the Year.  The 
award was presented April 22 at the annual Lexington 
County Public Meeting at Lexington High School. 
 
In presenting the award, LMA President Dave Landis 
said that Atria is the first woman to be recognized by the 
association.  ñShe has gone above and beyond the call 
of dutyò in promoting tourism for the region, Landis said. 
 
Atria said she is pleased with the honor and looks 
forward to working with the Lake Murray Association. 
 
ñLake Murray is a huge asset,ò she said.  ñWe need to 
spread the wordò about the lake. 
 
The CCLMC promotes the tourism region of Lexington, 
Richland, Newberry, Saluda counties and the city of 
Columbia.  Atria has worked in the tourism industry and 
served in her position since 1983.  Prior to joining 
CCLMC, she was marketing director for Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield.  She moved to Columbia in 1973 after 
serving as director of communications for Johnson & 
Higgins in Charlotte, NC.  At the time, her clientele 
included Harris-Teeter Supermarkets, Ruddick 
Corporation and Prudential Insurance Company. 
 
Atria served as the executive director and producer of 
the Boat Show for 20 years and created South 
Carolinaôs RV Show.  She has served as president of the 
South Carolina Association of Tourism Regions, an 
organization formed in 1989 of all tourism regions in the 
state, She currently serves as the marketing committee 
chair for SCATR, as well as serving as ex-officio officer 
of the Greater Columbia Hotel/Motel Association, along 
with being involved with several other tourism and 
hospitality related organizations.  
 
Atria has been the catalyst for creating such events and 

programs for the tourism region as Lake Murrayôs 4
th

 of 
July Fireworks Celebration on the lake, which this year 
will be July 5.  She has led the way in securing funding 
to create and maintain the Reference Light Program on 
Lake Murray.  She is responsible for bringing national 
events to the region, such as the Bass Masters 
Tournament held May 15-17 at Lake Murray Marina.  
Also, she is coordinating the Forrest Wood Cup in 
August, a $40 million economic impact fishing event for 
the region. Also in August, Atria is coordinating the SC 
Motorcoach Association meeting at the Radisson. 
 
Atria is married to local attorney Nicholas D. Atria; in her 
spare time, she enjoys being mom to twin 20-year-old 
sons. 

 

Big Tournament on the Way!  

By Bob Keener 

 
If you have been too busy to read the local newspapers 
lately you may not be aware that a major invasion of 
Lake Murray is scheduled this summer.  More than 130 
top anglers from the U. S. and other countries will 
compete in the worldôs most lucrative bass tournament, 
the annual Forrest Wood Cup, August 14-17, 2008. 
 
The FLW Tour will provide up to $2 million in prizes with 
$1 million going to the lucky first place winner.  This 
event will bring millions in revenue to the Midlands and 
provide national and international recognition for Lake 
Murray. 
 
The event will be covered for TV from the catch on the 
waters of Lake Murray to the weigh-in each day at the 
Colonial Center in Columbia.  The host and sponsor of 
the event is the Capital City/Lake Murray Country 
Recreational Tourism Board and the host Marina will be 

the Lake Murray Marina and Yacht Club. 
 

 
A First Look at the Operations Model 

By Joy Downs 

 
The Operations Resource Conservation Group, RCG, 
and stakeholders from the other 6 RCGôs, that were 
created over 2 years ago to work on the new license, 
met at Saluda Shoals Park May 22.   
 
This meeting was held to discuss the Hydraulic 
Operations Model with all of the stakeholder groups 
involved in the relicensing. There was also discussion on 
the proposed guide curve and low inflow protocol for the 
Project. 
 
Jon Quesbbeman, a P E with Kleinschmidt Associates, 
the group hired by SCE&G to conduct the relicensing 
process, explained how the model worked and what had 
been decided thus far.   
 
The model shows that the operation (Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) of Saluda Hydro would target 354ô to 
358ô el as the ideal operating range.  A guide curve was 
developed which under ideal circumstances would have 
the lake at 358 either in May or June. The lake would 
begin its annual drawdown to 354ò in September, 
reaching that level by December. This is a major change 
of 4ô in operating procedure from the minimum level in 
the last license.  SCE&G has been testing this level the 
past year and the result so far has been very successful.   
 
Minimum low flows to support downstream habitat has 
changed dramatically from 180 cfs in the last license to a 
proposal for the next license of up to 1300 cfs at certain 
times of the year when conditions allow.   
 
A guide curve for drawdowns to 350ô elevation for water 
quality every two to four years was discussed with much 
input from the groups.  A water quality model was 
presented several months ago by the Jim Ruane Group 
that indicated this scheduled drawdown was desirable to 
maintain current and/or improve water quality.  The 
stakeholders on the committees are in disagreement as 
to whether any substantial data exists to support this 
proposal.   
 
LMAôs position: 

 
LMA, after consulting experts in the field, does not 
believe that substantial data exist pertinent to Lake 
Murray showing that this would have a significant 
effect on water quality.  LMA continues to test Lake 
Murrayõs water quality and would be the first to 
point out substantial changes in water quality.  Stay 
tuned for more info!   
 
 

WHERE H AS ALL THE HYDRILLA GONE?  

By Roy Parker 

 
I think most lake residents would say GOOD 
RIDDANCE!  Perhaps some fishermen would disagree, 
but even for them, once productive fishing coves were 
clogged and no longer accessible by motor boat.  In 
2002 many recreational uses of the lake were restricted 
where large masses of Hydrilla clogged the waters and 
topped the water surface preventing swimming, boating 
and water skiing. 
Prior to the introduction of grass carp in 2003, a number 
of strategies had been employed in Lake Murray to 
control Hydrilla and Illinois pondweed.  Chemical 
treatments gave temporary relief, but were believed to 
cause damage to aluminum boats. The drawdown to 345 
feet msl in 1996 appeared to give temporary reduction of 
the infestation for a couple years.  Then we had a dry 
summer in 2002 and the lake water was very clear.  This 
was ideal for Hydrilla expansion.  The clear water 
allowed sufficient light to penetrate deeper water where 
Hydrilla spread and grew where it previously it had not 
grown.  Entire coves became topped out with Hydrilla 

making it impossible to navigate with motor watercraft. 
 
In the spring of 2003 there were 64,500 sterile grass 
carp released into Lake Murray.  The fish were small and 
the Hydrilla infestation was massive.  At the end of 2003, 
the number of acres infested with Hydrilla had not 
increased, but remained about the same as at the 
beginning of the year.  The grass carp grew and 
delivered a knock-out punch to the Hydrilla in 2004.  
There were no longer massive mats and clogged coves 
with Hydrilla.  Only an occasional sprig of Hydrilla could 
be found at the end of 2004.   
 
Today Lake Murray remains virtually free of Hydrilla and 
Illinois pondweed.  Experience indicates grass carp are 
effective for about 10 years.  If that is true we should 
have a few more years of effective Hydrilla control 
provided by the grass carp.  The Department of Natural 
Resources and SCE&G carefully monitor the lake each 
year for Hydrilla.  The grass carp attrition rate is 
estimated to be 20-30% each year and the population 
will at some point drop to a level no longer capable of 
keeping Hydrilla under control.  As Hydrilla begins to 
reappear and spread, a maintenance restocking plan of 
sterile grass carp will be implemented.   
 
The grass carp when first stocked in Lake Murray were 
about 12 inches in size.  There was a certain amount of 
predation to the small fish.  They are much too large for 
predation today, but the population continues to decline 
because of death from disease and other natural 
causes.  Removal of sterile grass carp from Lake Murray 
is against the law whether done with bow and arrow or 
other means.  Fish accidentally snagged when fishing 
should be returned to the lake.   
 
To me grass carp are beautiful.  If not beautiful, their 
efficiency in controlling Hydrilla in Lake Murray is most 
impressive! 
 

Did You Know? 
By Bob Keener 
 

Lake Murray is known for great fishing and most of us think of 
Striped Bass or Largemouth Bass when we think of lake 
fishing.  The SC record for those species is recognized at Lake 
Hartwell and Lake Marion respectively.  However, Lake Murray 
does hold the record for four species according to SCDNR 
records: 
White Perch- 1 lb. 13.5 oz. in 1986 by C. Epting 
White Crappie- 5 lbs. 2 oz. in 1949 by Mrs. H.P. Owens 
White Catfish- 9 lbs. 15 oz. in 1986 by J. Schwietert 
Carp- 58 lbs. 0 oz. in 2000 by K. O. Shealy 
 
Letôs go fishing and establish some new records for Lake 
Murray.  They are there for the catching! 
 
 

Checkout our website at:  

www.lakemurrayassociation.org  

 

http://www.lakemurrayassociation.org/
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2008 Pontoon tour of Homes  

By Ginny Landis 

 
After wringing our hands about predicted thunderstorms 
on the day of the Tour, good luck showered all around 
us instead.  The 2008 Pontoon Tour of Homes was a 
hugely successful event, blessed by fantastic volunteers, 
wonderful weather, and, most importantly our gracious 
Homeowners.  Four homes were shown this year on the 
Irmo and Chapin side of the Lake.  The homeowners 
who allowed us to feature their beautiful homes were 
Drs. Louise Burpee and her husband, Randy Basinger, 
Mr. Gene Brantley, Dr. and Mrs. Jim Morris and Mr. and 
Mrs. Pepey Rivera.  The homes were in tip-top shape, a 
testament to the commitment of our Homeowners.  They 
showed beautifully.  Special touches went into every 
home, from a beautiful bouquet of roses by Margaret 
Morris, new hardwood floors in the Basinger home, even 
a new driveway at the Rivera house.   
 
Kemble Oliver had the oldest guest aboard.  At 90 years 
old, she was enamored with Kembleôs stories.  Ken 
Lowden served strawberries as he does every year.  
They were delicious and cold.  As it was turning warmer 
throughout the afternoon, the ripe, juicy fruit was a 
welcome treat.  Ticket holders were excited about the 
Tour and as they exited boats told Captains they would 
return next year.   
 
Our volunteers were a well-oiled machine.  The 
members and volunteers that participated on Saturday, 
the 17

th
, are to be congratulated for putting out fires and 

running the Tour as a first class event. As always, it was 
a lot of work, also, lots of fun.  Everyone was in great 
spirits. We all had a great time and knew we were 
participating in an event exciting to those who rode the 
boats with our competent captains as it was to us.  The 
Captains relayed stories about historic points on the 
Lake and pointed out Islands and other points of interest. 
People often request the Captain they had the previous 
year.  
 
We are also truly grateful to our Sponsors this year-Jay 
and Nancy Schabacker of the Wired Bean,  Lisa Fields 
(one of the Tourôs homeowners from last year) of LF 
Interiors, Richard Fields of Labor Finders of South 
Carolina, Bill Tovell of Ben Arnold Beverage and all of 
the marinas that participated (Southshore Marina, 
DP/Crystal Point and of course, Lighthouse Marina. Stan 
Jones did an awesome job of assisting us in every way 
possible.  The Marina was very busy and Stan 
accommodated us as if we were the only boats in need 
of docking.  Thanks so much Stan!   
 
The State Newspaper and Columbia Lake Murray 
Magazine did a wonderful job covering the Tour and 
photography couldnôt have been any better.  Thanks to 
Megan Sexton, Kim Foster and Kristine Hartvigsen for 
their wonderful publicity.    
 
Once again, the Lake Murray Power Squadron inspected 

our boats and sent us safely on our way across the lake 
to the long journey to Gene Brantleyôs house and the 
rest of the route.  This is such an important service to us 
and all boatersô on the lake, keeping us all safe as we 
enjoy boating. 
 
We hope you can join us next year for this event.  We 
always need volunteers for all of our events.  Many of 
our volunteers become members and go on to lead in 
different positions.  Thanks to all and we hope to see 
you next year!! 
 
 

Hereôs your sign-                By Louise Love 

Some years ago, the four County Sheriffs found that having 

home addresses visible from the lakeside aided calls for 

assistance.  If you have to call for help, having your address 

lakeside and roadside can save precious minutes and it also 

makes it easy for friends to find you by water.  Dock signs are 

easy to order and are delivered to a location near you. Check 

the LMA website.  (www.lakemurrayassociation.org) 

 
 

 
Photo by Roy Parker 

The Sea Cadets 
By Kay Keener 

 
The Sea Cadet Corps supported the 2008 LMA Pontoon 
Tour of Homes by manning the docks at the various 
homes, helping passengers on and off the boats and 
docking the boats.  This is the second year the Sea 
Cadets have participated in the tour and both times they 
have done a great job. 
 
The Sea Cadets is a youth organization for ages 11-17 
that ñis committed to lead by example and participate in 
our community, and country.ò  The Palmetto Division 
drills one weekend a month year around.  There are no 
military obligations and they are open to all youth in 
Columbia and the surrounding areas.  For more 
information about this worthwhile organization call LTJG 
Tammy Rivera, NSCC at 803-462-0186 or visit them 
online at www.palmettodivisionseacadets.com. 
 

http://www.lakemurrayassociation.org/
http://www.palmettodivisionseacadets.com/
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2008 PONTOON TOUR OF HOMES 
Photos by Roy Parker, Kay Gordon and Ginny Landis 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


